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Cenaral came round, and we dlsmissed.

The shilp had no guns except machine guns

te defTend hergelf withe

most other transportis we saw had a small gun on her poop.

Next day orders ceme out, thet on the alarm being scunded every
one was to stand still.

e had about 5,000 troeps on board ef whom 380 were Officers.

had 2 bunk each, and as far as the Officers were concerned, the

only plece over-crowded was the smoking room-smoking rcoms ere'nt

proportioned on liners for a full pessenger list of males,

Te dined in the Znd, saleoeon, and the first ssloon was used for

keeping the rifles in. The rifles vere packed as tight es they could
be, in stends, and even then the sslecn could'nt held them all,
‘I’ The men were very crowded. Tunks were fitted in all over the

place way down where cargo only lived in times of peace. They were

blistering hot quarters , and the focd was very ppor--Tor the mene-
and it was amszing how cheerful they kept, and how little they
groused.

r focd

ras quite good, even seemed so at the time,

heve been marvellous - we

from present time it appears to had bread

and we had butisr. I sm sure everyone will admit the excellence
of these two products, but he wont feel it until he's lived with the

Army Blscult for some tim
On the 9th,e--= 2 days ocut, the escort left us te our own devices

and we did'nt think it at all nice of then.

The ship steered a zig-zag course by order of the Admiraliy,

ehanging every elight minutes. This took one knot off her speed.

On the 10th,~- 3 days out, we were detalled to certain boats

in case of sceldent. That is, certain boats were {¢ be menned by

&

certain men, end everyone else was to stand still till he was told

ywhet late in being

B

¢ move. This was & very good scheme, bult some

a8 we were now past the worst plsce. I was piven command

evolved
of the Captain's motor beat, with orders te walt for that worthy,

the Cenersl and Hesd Urs. Staff, This motor boat contsined a 13 H.P.

motor which would not work.
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The only duty I had te sttent to on board was to lock after the
men's grub, and sttend one parade daily.

There is really nothing te write further about the trip, the sea
was like gless which was lueky for themen in thelr poeor guabters, and
we called at Gib., HMelte, and Alexandria. It 1s unnecessary to de-
scribe such well known places even 1f I could remember much sbout them

After leaving Alexendris on 13%th, July we came on Tor Lemnos.

Greelan Archipe

lage was rether interesting. The Islands sre all very
mountaincus and with very rugged shores. %@%ﬁ@d‘fairzy nesyr Fhodes
_Iaiaﬁﬁ which I believe really belongs to Italy since the Tripoli war,
but they've never worried much sbout 1it.

On June £1lst, we got te Hudres Harbour on lemnos Is. This is

a fiﬁé harbour, as bilg =28 Hebart and check-Tull of ships, One of
the first things one noticed was the "Packet of Voodbines"=-- the
Fussisn Cruiser with five funnels whos' plcture was in the 1llustrated
papers in connecticn with this Zxpeditioen, »
There were dozeps of waeships, Freach and British and endless
cther ships here not to mention Hespltal ships.
There is a French camp at Judros itself and SritVbish ecamps were

7

detted round all over the place, The word "camps” should' nt imply
tents- there were very few of these, the "camps” merely being areas
where men dumped down their pscks and lay down . The men carried s
blanket each and some of them a waterproof sheet, and with these they
did their best to keep off the sun snd keep out the celd, za il was
Blistering hot in the day and fairly ecld at ﬁighéf

Hext day we landed and after a good deal of hunting round we
found that the rest of the Company had'nt tarﬁ@ﬁ UP. Then we finally

gotl allotted & spot where we were {0 bivouac. it wag near sone

gunners one of whom wes s son of the Dean of Hildare, and was called
waller. I immedistely - on Valler's advice - tore o¢if to the beach
and mesnaged to steal snough tiuwber to onable us te stick up props on
which toc hang our blankets and sleep under. My little hatchet

seemed 1o be the only cutting tesl on the Island and came in very use-

ful. TRegret to say that when we came on here we came "light” and I
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left it behind at lemnces end heve'nt seen it, or a good many of my
things sirce.

After g few days, the rest of the Coy. turned up. They'd all
travelled by a rotton ¢ld tub and wer: very sick of it. They were

a week longer coming

then we were - got bad feod and had very little
roon.

211 this time fresh bettaliocrs of the 1U0th, Division kept turning
up snd so there was nc lack of company. The bathing was excellent
and we partoock pretty freely of 1t 2¢e, dally.

¥o started off making roads snd then went on to hospitel building
fme could judge pretty cléarly that something was going to havpen on
a large sesle pretty soon, oving teo the anxliety they weres in te run
up hospitels. They wanted covered in sccommodation for 10,500
natients to be ready in 14 deys; I need'nt say they never got it.
¥e built a few hospital huts, and scma one else put upr some tents and
un te the day we léfﬁ that wee all that was doneg.

On August 5th, we get our first mails and grest spoert 1t was,

.

denly got orders to "pack" all our carts

¢n August éth, we sud

end squipmeni, esch man tﬁ goarry his rifle 2»nd smmunition, £ days

iron rations and his haverssck. That meosnt thet =21l one was to keep

was whet could be put in the 1ittle bag thal he

ngs at the side in the
seldiers equinment - not the bigpack” which goes on his back. Every-
thing else was put ins ide a barbed wire enclosure and to be left vhile

we were 10 embark that afterncon for an unknown destinstion.

well, =~fter great rush end scurry we pgot ready. I earried in

my hand a good sized billy can - which ¢sn wns the maln stay and
sunnort of the 66th, Compeny of the FRoyal Ingineera from that day te
tﬁiﬁ,i Titheut it T do'nt know what we'd have done, as in it we have
cocked 2all we've enten ever since.,

we came here on = beat{"The “gﬂtriﬁr@ é&g;;W{sﬁ'fgﬁﬁkémyﬂﬁv
that belengs to one of the Belfast Lo Eng. and Terries, snd although
the bost was covered with Staff UiTicers none of them knew where veé
were going - we only knew it wust be for a new landing from the fact
that we brought sc little with us, |

The fcod we had with us, or rather I had, was 2 deys iron rations
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